《People’s New Testament – Mark》(Barton W. Johnson)

Commentator

BARTON W. JOHNSON was born in 1833, in a log cabin on a clearing in Tazewell County, Illinois. His ancestry, on both sides, is of stock which had settled in this country before the Revolution; his father's parents were South Carolinians; his mother was born in Tennessee. His early education was such as could be obtained in a backwoods school, on a farm, and from the few books he could buy or borrow. In his eighteenth year he commenced to study at Walnut Grove Academy, now Eureka College, where he attended for two years. Then, after teaching for one year, he went to Bethany College in 1854. At that time the college was presided over by Alexander Campbell, aided by such professors as R. Milligan, W. K. Pendleton, R. Richardson, and others of less note. In 1856 he graduated in a class of twenty-seven, the honors of which were divided between him and W. A. Hall, of Tennessee.

In the fall of 1856, be engaged in a school in Bloomington, Ill., preaching on Sundays in the vicinity. The next year he took a position in Eureka College, where he remained in all seven years, two years as its president. In 1863, he acted as corresponding and financial secretary of the American Missionary Society, and was re-elected to that position at the convention of 1864, but he declined to continue, having accepted the chair of mathematics in Bethany College. Here he remained two years, until after the death of Alexander Campbell, when he returned to the west. After a pastoral charge at Lincoln, Ill., he accepted the presidency of Oskaloosa College, in connection with the care of the Church at Oskaloosa. A failure of health compelled him to cease teaching two years later, but he continued to preach for the congregation for four more years.

In the meantime, THE EVANGELIST, long published as a monthly, had assumed a weekly form, and he became its editor. For about sixteen years he has been engaged in editorial work; on THE EVANGELIST, in Oskaloosa and Chicago, and subsequently on the CHRISTIAN-EVANGELIST in St. Louis. In the meantime he has written several books which have had a wide circulation: The Vision of the Ages, Commentary on John, The People's New Testament, in two octavo volumes, and the successive volumes of the Christian Lesson Commentary, from 1886 to the present time. In the summer of 1858 he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah S. Allen, of Bloomington, Ill., who has made him a devoted and self-sacrificing companion. Three children, all living, have been borne to the marriage.

In his Bible studies he had been made to feel the need of a personal knowledge of the places mentioned in the Bible, of the people, manners and scenes of the east; and hence, in the summer of 1889 he crossed the Atlantic. During his absence of between four and five months, he visited Great Britain, France, Switzerland, Italy, Greece, Turkey in Asia, Palestine and Egypt. The enforced absence from his desk was of great advantage to his health, which had become somewhat impaired by his arduous labors. If his life is spared, additional volumes will in due time appear from his pen, which are already in preparation.

00 Introduction 

The Second Gospel was written by Mark, the kinsman of Barnabas, and the companion of Paul in his first missionary journey. When and where it was written is uncertain. Of its author the following facts are gathered from the New Testament: He is first named in Acts 12:12 . His mother's name was Mary, and we learn from Col. 4:10 , that she was a sister of Barnabas. She dwelt in Jerusalem, and this city was probably Mark's early home. He was converted by Peter ( 1 Peter 5:13 ), it has been supposed, at the great ingathering on the day of Pentecost. He became a minister ( Acts 12:25 ), attended Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey did not prove satisfactory to Paul ( Acts 15:38 ), and as Barnabas insisted on taking him, he and Paul parted company on the second missionary journey. That Paul and Mark were afterwards intimate is shown by the subsequent history. We find him by Paul's side during his first imprisonment at Rome, A. D. 61-63; and he is acknowledged by him as one of his few fellow-laborers who had been a "comfort" to him during the weary hours of his imprisonment ( Colossians 4:10 Colossians 4:11 Philemon 24 ). We next have traces of him in 1 Peter 5:13 . "The church that is in Babylon . . . saluteth you, and so doth Marcus, my son". From this we infer that he joined the spiritual father, the friend of his mother, at Babylon, then and for some hundred years afterwards returned one of the chief seats of Jewish culture. From Babylon he would seem to have returned to Asia Minor; for during his second imprisonment, A. D. 68, Paul, writing to Timothy, charges him to bring Mark with him to Rome, on the ground that he was "profitable unto him for the ministry" ( 2 Tim. 4:11 ). From this point we gain no further information from the New Testament respecting the Evangelist. It is most probable, however, that he did join the Apostle at Rome, whither also Peter would seem to have proceeded, and suffered martyrdom along with Paul. After the death of these two great pillars of the Church, ecclesiastical tradition affirms that Mark visited Egypt, founded the Church of Alexandria, and died by martyrdom. This tradition is, however, very uncertain.

      Mark was not one of the twelve, and there is no reason to believe that he was an eye and ear witness of the events which he has recorded; but an almost unanimous testimony of the early fathers indicates Peter as the source of his information. The most important of these testimonies is that of Papias, who says, "He, the presbyter (John) said: Mark, being the interpreter of Peter, wrote exactly whatever he remembered; but he did not write in order the things which were spoken or done by Christ. For he was neither a hearer nor a follower of the Lord, but, as I said, afterward followed Peter, who made his discourses to suit what was required, without the view of giving a connected digest of the discourses of our Lord. Mark, therefore, made no mistakes when he wrote down circumstances as he recollected them; for he was very careful of one thing, to omit nothing of what he heard, and to say nothing false in what he related." Thus Papias writes of Mark. This testimony is confirmed by other witnesses.

      Tradition affirms that Mark wrote for the benefit of Gentile Christians, and this view is confirmed by the fact that he often explains Jewish customs, where Matthew, writing for Jews, omits the explanation as if well understood. In the comments on Mark references will be found to the parallel passages in Matthew, where full explanatory notes will be found. 

01 Chapter 1 

The Beginning of the Ministry of Christ.
SUMMARY.--The Mission of John the Baptist. His Preaching in the Wilderness. His Baptism in the Jordan. The Baptism of Jesus and the Anointing. The Temptation. Christ's Ministry in Galilee Begun. The Call of Four Apostles. An Unclean Spirit Cast Out. The Increased Fame of Jesus. Peter's Wife's Mother. Solitary Prayer. Preaching Throughout Galilee. Healing the Leper.

      1. The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is a sort of title. The whole history of Jesus is an unfolding of the gospel. Gospel. Good news. Jesus. The personal name given by the angel ( Matt. 1:21 ), meaning "Savior." Christ. The official title of the Lord. It means the anointed. Kings and priests were anointed in Israel, and Jesus, "the Lord's Anointed" is our Priest and King. They were anointed with oil; Jesus with the Holy Spirit.

      2, 3. As it is written in the prophets. Isa. 40:3 and Mal. 3:1 Isa. 40:3 and Mal. 3:1 . See notes on Matt. 3:3 and 11:10.

      4. John did baptize in the wilderness. Of Judea. See note on Matt. 3:1, for account of the wilderness and John the Baptist. And preached the baptism of repentance. He preached, as well as baptized. Only those who repented were fit subjects of baptism. Hence it was called the "baptism of repentance." Repentance signifies, not only sorrow for sin, but the resolve to sin no more. For remission of sins. This indicates the object of repentance and baptism. Those who repented and were baptized were pardoned. Both were needful to remission. Compare Acts 2:38 .

      5. There went out to him. See notes on Matt. 3:5, 6.

      6. John was clothed with camel's hair. See note on Matt. 3:4.

      7, 8. There cometh one after me. See note on Matt. 3:11. Shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. See note on Matt. 3:11. 

      9. In those days. When John had been preaching and baptizing about six months. For the account of the baptism of Jesus see Matt. 3:13-17 , and the notes.

      10. Coming up straightway out of the water. The Greek preposition translated "out of" is ek, which means out from within. This could only be true of immersion. Thus all great and candid Pedo-baptist scholars concede that Christ was baptized.

      12, 13. Tempted of Satan. See Matt. 4:1-11 , and the notes.

      14. Now after John was put into prison. Mark proceeds to the account of the Savior's public ministry in Galilee. Between Christ's baptism and this occurred the events narrated in John, chapters 2, 3 and 4 . For notes on this ministry see Matt. 4:12-25.

      16. He saw Simon. For notes on the call of the four apostles see Matt. 4:18-22.

      21. They went into Capernaum. For account of Capernaum see note on Matt. 4:13. Entered into the synagogue. For description of a Jewish synagogue see note on Matt. 4:23 .

      22. They were astonished at his doctrine. See note on Matt. 7:28. Scribes. For account of scribes see notes on Matt. 5:20.

      23. A man with an unclean spirit. See note on Matt. 8:28. Compare Luke 4:31-37 . The New Testament plainly teaches that demoniac possession was a real and actual possession of the soul by a fallen spirit.

      24. What have we to do with thee? A common Jewish way of saying, "Do not trouble us." Art thou come to destroy us? An admission that Christ came to destroy the devil and his works. I know thee. The demon made a better confession that most of the Jews.

      26. He came out of him. At the command. The whole account shows that there was a real possession by an evil spirit.

      27. They were all amazed. Those in the synagogue.

      28-34. His fame spread abroad. For notes on the increasing fame of Christ see Matt. 4:25; for notes on the healing of Peter's wife's mother, see Matt. 8:14. 

      35. And in the morning. See note on Matt. 8:17.

      36. Simon. Peter and the other disciples.

      38. Let us go into the next towns. The villages of Galilee.

      39. Throughout all Galilee. This was the first missionary circuit of Galilee. Galilee was then densely peopled. Josephus says it contained 240 towns and villages.

      40. There came a leper. See notes on Matt. 8:2-4. Compare also Luke 5:12-15 . This miracle occurred after the Sermon on the Mount. Leprosy, that terrible scourge of the East, is unknown in our times, or even in the United States.

      44. Shew thyself to the priest. At Jerusalem. Those things which Moses commanded. See Lev. 14:4-7 , and note on Matt. 8:4.

      45. Came to him from every quarter. Not only to see and hear, but to be healed.

02 Chapter 2 

The First Conflict with the Scribes and Pharisees.
SUMMARY.--The Palsied Man Healed. The Charge of Blasphemy. The Calling of Matthew. The Feast at the House of Matthew. Not the Whole, but the Sick Need a Physician. Fasting. New Wine in Old Bottles. Plucking Corn on the Sabbath Day. The Son of Man Lord of the Sabbath.

      1. Again he entered Capernaum. After his first missionary circuit of Galilee. 

      2-12. Many were gathered together. For notes on the healing of this paralytic see Matt. 9:2-8. Compare Luke 5:17-26 . As we learn from Luke, among those gathered were Pharisees and scribes from Judea, Jerusalem, and Galilee, evidently by a preconcerted arrangement. The whole incident illustrates: (1) The Divine power of Christ. He could assert that he forgave sins without blasphemy. (2) The difference between Christ and his apostles, none of whom claimed to forgive sins (see Acts 8:22-24 ). (3) It affords a test for all priests who claim to forgive sin. If they possessed power to forgive sins they would have power also to relieve the body of the physical consequences of sin.

      14. He saw Levi the son of Alphæus. Matthew Levi; the apostle after this, but now a publican. On the call of Matthew and Matthew's feast see notes on Matt. 9:9-17, and compare also Luke 5:27-39 . 

      15. Sat at meat. At a meal. In his house. Matthew's. Many publicans. Gatherers of the Roman tax. Sinners. Persons excommunicated from the synagogue.

      18. Why do the disciples of John . . . fast? See notes on Matt. 9:14, 15.

      21. No man also seweth, etc. On this figure and that of old and new bottles see notes on Matt. 9:16, 17.

      23. He went through the corn fields on the sabbath. See notes on Matt. 12:1-8. Compare Luke 6:1-11 .

      26. In the days of Abiathar, the high priest. In 1 Sam. 21:1-9 , Ahimelech is represented as the high priest. Abiathar was his son and successor. The Revised Version gives the text of the best MSS. by omitting "the high priest."

      27. The sabbath was made for man. The Sabbath rest; that is, a rest of one day in seven was made for man, not for Jews only. This implies that it is to be a universal institution; that the good of man requires it, and that it is not an arbitrary enactment, but a wise and benevolent provision for the welfare of the race. Experience shows that men are happiest, most moral, most prosperous and healthiest where it is devoutly observed.

      28. The Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. This affirms the Divine nature of Jesus. None but the Divine is Lord of a divine institution. Since Christ is Lord of the Sabbath day, he has the right to modify it, to adapt it to the new dispensation, and to change the time of its observance from the last day of the week to the first, so as to make it the memorial of the beginning of the New Creation, instead of commemorating the rest from the first creation.

03 Chapter 3 

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit.
SUMMARY.--The Man with the Withered Hand. The Pharisees and Herodians in Council. The Great Physician Healing. The Twelve Apostles Appointed. The Blasphemy of Ascribing His Divine Power to Beelzebub. The Sin That Hath No Forgiveness. Christ's Mother and Brethren.

      1. He entered again into the synagogue. Of Capernaum. Compare Matt. 12:9-14 Luke 6:6-11 . For fuller notes, see Matthew.

      2. They watched him. The same critics who had found fault in the preceding chapter Mk 2:6 Mk 2:16 Mk 2:18 Mk 2:24 . There was present a man whose right hand was withered, and they watched to see whether the Lord would heal him on the Sabbath.

      3. Stand forth. He read their thoughts and determined to give prominence to the good work. He would heal him on the Sabbath; heal him in the synagogue, heal him before all.

      4. Is it lawful . . . to save life, or to kill? A home thrust at the fault-finders. They were harboring murderous thoughts; he was seeking to save life. Which was breaking the Sabbath?

      5. Looked on them with anger. Indignation. Hardness of heart. Shown by their fault finding, evil thoughts, and silence by his questions. 

      6. Pharisees. See note on Matt. 3:7. Herodians. See note on Matt. 22:16. Took counsel. Already these inveterate enemies were resolved to destroy Jesus. They took counsel how it might be done. As they went to the partisans of Herod, who ruled in Galilee, they probably sought to persuade them to have Herod put him to death.

      7. Jesus withdrew himself. See fuller notes on the popularity described in verses 7-12 under Matt. 12:15-21. The sea. Of Galilee. Also consult map for the localities named.

      8. Idumæa. More anciently called Edom. Southeast of the Jordan, and south of the Dead Sea. That country was occupied by the descendants of Esau. Herod the Great was, on his father's side, an Idumæan. Tyre and Sidon. See note on Matt. 11:21.

      9. A small ship. A fishing boat. The Revision correctly renders the term by the word boat.

      11. Unclean spirits. See note on Matt. 8:28.

      13. Goeth up into a mountain. Compare Matt. 10:1-4 and Luke 6:12-16 . The selection of the apostles occurred before the Sermon on the Mount ( Luke 6:13 ). Matthew gives it out of order. See notes on Matt. 10:1-4.

      14. Ordained twelve, that they should be with him. They were to attend him into order to be specially prepared to preach Christ.

      16. Simon he surnamed Peter. He did this previously ( John 1:42 ).

      17. Boanerges. Why this title was bestowed on James and John we are not told. Possibly from their power as preachers. 

      19. They went into a house. On the return to Capernaum.

      20. Could not so much as eat. The multitudes were so eager to hear, or be healed, and Jesus so ready to bless them, that there was no time for meals.

      21. His friends. Probably his relatives. See verse 31 . His brethren were not yet counted among his disciples. He is beside himself. Carried away by an unwise enthusiasm.

      22. The scribes . . . said. For notes on the charge of the scribes, Beelzebub, and the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, see Matt. 12:22-37 . Compare Luke 11:14-23 . From Jerusalem. The men who were leaders in this effort to destroy the influence of Jesus were a delegation from the very religious bodies at Jerusalem that finally sent him to death.

      30. Because they said he had an unclean spirit. This was a sin against the Holy Spirit because Jesus did mighty works in the power of the Holy Spirit, and they ascribed the power to an unclean spirit.

      31. Then came his brethren and his mother. See notes on Matt. 12:46-50. Compare Luke 8:19 . The natural inference is that the "brethren" were the sons of Mary and the half-brothers of Jesus. No other idea would ever have been maintained had it not been that the doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary arose some centuries after the apostles. 

04 Chapter 4 

Teaching in Parables.
SUMMARY.--The Sower, The Good Seed, The Hard, Stony, Thorny and Good Soil. The Parable Explained. The Candle Under a Bushel. The Seed Growing Secretly. The Grain of Mustard Seed. The Storm on the Sea.

      1. He began again to teach by the seaside. This is the first recorded teaching in parables. For notes on the parable of the Sower see Matt. 13:1-23. Compare Luke 8:4-15 . Mark's report is nearly that of Matthew Mark 4:1-20 Matthew 13:1-23 , word for word, as well as of the explanation that follows. Matthew gives much the fullest account of this day's teaching, reporting a number of parables not found elsewhere. 

      12. That seeing they may see. Matthew gives this saying more fully and clearly. See note on Matt. 13:13.

      21. Is the lamp put under a bushel? The Jews used lamps instead of candles. These were set on, not a candlestick, but a light stand. See note on Matt. 5:15. It is possible that these words, as well as verse 24 , were not spoken on this day, but borrowed from the Sermon on the Mount, because they are parables of a certain kind.

      24. Take heed what you hear. Luke 8:18 says, "How you hear." Both admonitions are very important. Our ears should be deaf to evil counsel. We should hear attentively, earnestly and devoutly the word of the Lord.

      26. So is the kingdom of God. This parable is given only by Mark, but its general lesson is enforced by parallel passages, e. g., Isaiah 55:10 Isaiah 55:11 Jam 5:7 Jam 5:8 Jam 5:1 1 Pet. 1:23-25 . In the kingdom of grace, as in nature, we are laborers together with God; the results of our work depend on him, and for the perfection of these results he takes his own time ( 1 Cor. 3:6-9 ). Hence, (1) it is ours to sow the seed (the truth), his to give it growth; (2) having sown, we are to wait for time and God to perfect it; (3) this he does according to the definite order of development--first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear; (4) not until there has been time for the development, are we to expect to reap. The lesson is one of trust and hope. Should cast seed. The word of God, the Gospel.

      27. Should sleep, and rise, etc. While giving the seed sown time to germinate and come forth.

      28. First the blade. There is a law of orderly development in natural growth, so also is it in reference to spiritual growth. Compare 1 John 2:12-14 . Some growths are quicker than others, but in all there is growth. And we have no right to look for the end at the beginning, the ripened Christian experience in the young convert, the full corn in the first appearance of the blade. Observe, too, that we can know that there is growth by its results, though we know not how, and that each stage of the growth is more apparent than the preceding stage.

      29. Immediately he putteth in the sickle. The time of harvest is when the fruit is ripe; in this instance when the word had produced faith, repentance and obedience. Then those who exhibit the fruit are to be gathered into the church.

      31. Like a grain of mustard seed. See note on Matt. 13:31-35. Compare Luke 13:18, 19 .

      34. Without a parable, etc. See notes on Matt. 13:36-43. 

      35. On the same day. The days the parables were uttered. Unto the other side. Of the Sea of Galilee.

      37. There arose a great storm. See notes on Matt. 8:23-27. Compare Luke 8:22-25 . The Sea of Galilee lies 600 feet below the level of the Mediterranean, and has a tropical climate. Only a short distance north are the high mountains of Lebanon. The heated air about the sea invites the rush of cold waves from the mountains.

      41. They feared exceedingly. The disciples in the boat. Such an astounding display of power, the control of the storm in which men are as helpless as infants, filled them with awe. What manner of being could he be whom storm, wind, and sea obeyed? They had not yet learned that the word which the sea obeyed was the word in obedience to which the world itself was made.

05 Chapter 5 

Healing the Afflicted.
SUMMARY.--In the Country of the Gadarenes. The Fierce Demoniac. The Demons and the Swine. The Gadarenes Do Not Wish Jesus. The Preacher in Decapolis. Jesus Again in Capernaum. The Daughter of Jairus. The Woman with the Issue of Blood. Healed by Faith. The Dead Damsel Made Alive.

      1. They came to the other side. After the storm. Into the country of the Gerasenes. Matthew in the parallel account says Gadarenes. The explanation is easy. Gerasa, a town whose modern name is Gersa, stood on the southeast shore of the sea, while Gadara, the chief city of the district, was south about seven or eight miles. As the capital city of the district, "the country of the Gadarenes" embraced Gerasa and its vicinity. 

      2. There met him out of the tombs. The tombs are still seen in the cliff near Gersa. For notes on demoniacal possession and this account see Matt. 8:28-33. Compare Luke 8:26-39 .

      3. Dwelling in the tombs. The tombs of that age were either natural or artificial caves in a rocky hillside, and hence would afford shelter. They are now sometimes the homes of the poorer classes. No man could bind him. Modern lunatics in their frenzy often exhibit almost superhuman strength.

      10. Besought . . . that he would not send them out of the country. In other words, "Do not send us back to the place of perdition from whence we came." They confess the power of Christ.

      11. Mountain side. At Gersa the mountain rises near the sea. A great herd of swine. Either the property of Gentiles, or of Jews who disobeyed the law of Moses for gain.

      13. Ran . . . down a steep place. The declivity at the base of the mountain at Gersa is almost perpendicular. 

      17. They began to pray him to depart. Christ does not stay where he is not wanted. He never visited the country of the Gadarenes again.

      20. Decapolis. A district so called from its ten cities, of which Gadara was one. The first preacher of Christ there was one who could testify of his power.

      21. When Jesus was passed . . . to the other side. Sailed back across the sea to Capernaum.

      22. One of the rulers of the synagogue. The office of ruler in the synagogue was somewhat similar to that of elder in a Christian congregation.

      23. At the point of death. In verse 35 the word comes to the ruler that his daughter is dead. Matthew in his account condenses the two reports and says, "She is dead."

      25. And a certain woman. For notes on this miracle, see Matt. 9:20-22. Compare Luke 8:41-56 . An issue of blood. A hemorrhage of the womb or bowels.

      26. Suffered many things of many physicians. The medical art in Judea in that age was in a very crude condition. Lightfoot gives, from the Rabbinical books, the remedy for a female hemorrhage: "Let them dig seven ditches, in which let them burn some cuttings of vines under four years old. Let her take in her hand a cup of wine; let them lead her away from this ditch and make her sit over that. Let them remove her from that and sit her over another. At each removal you must say to her, 'Arise for thy flux.'" This is an illustration of what this woman suffered.

      30. Perceiving that power. Christ, conscious of the approach and condition of this woman, voluntarily healed her. His language that follows is to bring out the moral issue. He cured her, not by touch or word, as was usual with him, but by act of will. By his question he called out her public confession. Faith saves. It may not be intelligent faith, for this woman was not well instructed, but is a faith strong enough to lead to action.

      35. While he yet spake, . . . Thy daughter is dead. For notes on this example of Christ's power over death, see Matt. 9:18, 19 and 23-26. Compare Luke 8:41 Luke 8:42 Luke 8:49-56 .

      37. Suffered no man to follow him. Into the house of the ruler. The mourners were excluded and only the parents and three apostles, the same three that saw him transfigured, and in the agony of Gethsemane, were allowed to enter. Matthew omits this fact.

      38. Many weeping and wailing greatly. At a Jewish funeral were professional mourners called by Matthew "minstrels." It is still the funeral fashion in the East. 

      41. Talitha cumi. Words from the common language of the people of Palestine in that age, meaning, "Damsel, arise."

      42. Straightway. The restoration was immediate.

      43. That no man should know it. That is, that it should not be published abroad. It was often needful for Jesus to restrain the fame of his miracles for various reasons, one of which was the wrath they excited in the Jewish authorities. It was needful for him to delay exciting them to the point of putting him to death till his time had come. 
      There are three cases, besides his own resurrection, of Christ raising the dead. This case is immediately after death; another, that of the son of the widow of Nain ( Luke 7:11-15 ), at least twenty-four hours after death; the third, that of Lazarus ( John, chapter 11 ), several days after death, when corruption would naturally have begun; in one case privately; in the second, publicly; in the third, before bitter enemies.

06 Chapter 6 

The First Commission.
SUMMARY.--Christ in Nazareth. Teaching in the Synagogue. Rejected by the Nazarenes. The Twelve Sent Forth to Preach. Their Preaching and Work. King Herod's Opinion of Jesus. Account of the Death of John the Baptist. Feeding the Five Thousand in the Desert Place. Praying in the Mountain Alone. The Disciples in the Storm. Christ Cometh and Saves. Healing.

      1. Went out from thence. From Capernaum. Came into his own country. Nazareth, where he had been brought up.

      2. When the sabbath day was come. For notes on his reception at Nazareth, see Matt. 13:53-58. This was the second time he was rejected here ( Luke 4:14-29 ).

      3. Is not this the carpenter? Matthew reads "The carpenter's son." This shows that Jesus also had worked at the trade. It was the custom for every Jew to be taught some trade by his parents. 

      5. He could do there no mighty work. Matthew states the reason: "Because of their unbelief." It was not from want of power, but of the conditions that he required. Those in need of help must either have faith enough to seek his help, or their friends must have faith. As faith is the condition of the salvation of the soul, so Christ required it as a condition of the salvation of the body from disease or death.

      6. He marvelled because of their unbelief. See note on Matt. 8:10. Went round about the villages. See note on Matt. 9:35.

      7. He called unto him the twelve. For the commission of the twelve see notes on Matt. 10:1-42, and compare Luke 9:1-6 . Matthew's account is much the fullest.

      8. Save a staff only. Only the staff that each had already. Matthew . forbids a supply for future use.

      9. Be shod with sandals. Matthew forbids shoes, instead of which they were to wear sandals. The ancient shoe resembled the modern; the sandal was a sole tied on the foot. The latter was usually worn by the common people and they were to dress like them.

      13. Anointed with oil. Matthew says nothing of this. Oil was a symbol of the Divine grace; to anoint with it, of the Holy Spirit. Its use implied that God was the healer.

      14. And king Herod heard of him. For Herod's opinion of Christ and the death of John the Baptist, see notes on Matt. 14:1-12. Compare Luke 9:7-9 . 

      17. For the Herodias' sake. This states why John was cast into prison, on account of the instigation of the adulterous woman, a fact omitted by Matthew.

      19. Would have killed him. The wicked woman sought his murder, but could not kill him because Herod refused to consent.

      20. Herod feared John. Was in awe of him as a holy man, and feared the indignation of the people if he slew him.

      21. When a convenient day was come. For the execution of the plans of the vengeful woman.

      27. Sent an executioner. One of his body guard. Under Oriental monarchs the captain of the guard was the executioner. 

      31. Come ye apart into a desert place. For notes on the feeding of the five thousand see Matt. 14:14-21. Compare Luke 9:10-17 and John 6:5-14 Luke 9:10-17 and John 6:5-14 . All the four gospels Matthew 14:14-21 Mk 6:30-44 Luke 9:10-17 John 6:5-14 give this account.

      32. Departed into a desert place. An uninhabited place; in this case the small plain of Butaiha, just east of where the Jordan enters the lake of Galilee. 

      45. To go to the other side before unto Bethsaida. John says, "toward Capernaum." Capernaum was the ultimate point to be reached; but on the way there they were to sail along the coast in a northwest direction, and touch at Bethsaida, take into the boat Jesus, who would go there by land, and then sail southwest to Capernaum. The ruins at Bethsaida are found near where the Jordan empties into the Sea of Galilee, and not very far distant from the scene of the miracle. For notes on the storm and Christ walking on the sea, see Matt. 14:22-32. Compare John 6:15-21 .

07 Chapter 7 

Making Void the Law of God.
SUMMARY.--The Scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem. Eating with Unwashen Hands. Making Void the Law of God by Tradition. What Defileth a Man. In the Borders of Tyre and Sidon. The Syrophoenician Woman. Healing in Decapolis.

      1. Then came together unto him the Pharisees. This sharp controversy, which contains the sharpest rebuke that Christ had thus far paid to the Pharisaical system, is recorded also by Matt. 15:1-20 , where see notes. Mark, for the benefit of Gentile readers, adds a few words concerning Jewish customs. Come from Jerusalem. Probably formally sent by the Sanhedrim to investigate the work and teaching of Jesus.

      2. Eat bread with defiled hands. Not dirty, but "unwashen." The "tradition of the elders" required them to always wash before eating lest they might have touched something ceremonially unclean.

      3. For the Pharisees . . . except they wash diligently, eat not. The duty of washing before meat is not inculcated in the law, but only in the tradition of the scribes. So rigidly did the Jews observe it, that Rabbi Akiba, being imprisoned, and having water scarcely sufficient to sustain life given him, preferred dying of thirst to eating without washing his hands.

      4. When they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. In the Greek, not the word rendered "wash" elsewhere in the passage, but baptize. Abbott renders it "plunge" and says: "Apparently, in the ritual of the Pharisees, washing by pouring on water sufficed for those who remained at home, but immersion of the hands in water was required of those who had gone abroad." Many other things. They not only insisted on washing the hands, because of the tradition, but also, many other things. Geikie says: "The law of Moses required purifications in certain cases ( Lev. 12:1-5 ), but the rabbis had preverted the spirit of Leviticus in this as in other things, for they taught that food and drink could not be taken with a good conscience when there was the possibility of ceremonial defilement. If every perceivable precaution had not been taken, the person or the vessel used might have contracted impurity, which would thus be conveyed to the food, and through the food to the body, and by it to the soul. Hence it had been long a custom, and latterly a strict law, that before every meal not only the hands, but even the dishes, couches, and tables, should be scrupulously washed."

      5. The Pharisees and scribes asked him. On the Savior's discourse that follows, as far as verse 23 , consult notes on Matt. 15:1-20. 

      24. From thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon. Consult the notes on Matt. 15:21-28, where the incident of the "woman of Canaan" is fully given. 

      31. He came . . . through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. A district east of the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan, so called because it contained ten cities. Only Mark gives the account of the following miracle.

      32. One that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech. Probably had not been born deaf, as he was not dumb.

      33, 34. Put his fingers in his ears. The manner of the Lord in this miracle was peculiar. I understand that he used signs instead of words in order to arouse faith in the deaf man. He touched the organs that had lost their office and then looked to heaven. This would be deeply significant to one who had learned to understand by signs. Ephphatha. A word in the common language of Judea at that time, meaning "Be opened."

      35. His ears were opened. At once both his difficulties were removed.

      36. He charged them that they should tell no man. Consult note on Matt. 8:4.

      37. He hath done all things well. Compare Gen. 1:31 . He maketh both the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak. Christ, ever since, has been engaged, spiritually, in the same work. 

08 Chapter 8 

In the Coasts of Cæsarea Philippi.
SUMMARY.--The Four Thousand Fed. At Dalmanutha. Seeking a Sign from Heaven. The Blind Man Healed at Bethsaida. Peter's Confession at Cæsarea Philippi. The Death and Burial of the Son of Man. Peter Rebuked. Taking the Cross and Following Christ.

      1. In those days. While Christ was in Decapolis. For notes on the feeding of the four thousand, see Matt. 15:32-38. This is not the same event as the feeding of the five thousand ( Matt. 14:13-21 Mark 6:32-44 Luke 9:10-17 John 6:1-14 ). In Mk 8:19 Mk 8:20 , the Lord refers to both miracles.

      10. Into the parts of Dalmanutha. Matt. 15:39 says "Magdala." Neither place exists now, but they are supposed to have been near each other on the western shores of the Sea of Galilee. Abbott suggests that they were two different names for the same place, a common circumstance. 

      11-13. The Pharisees came . . . seeking of him a sign from heaven. See notes on Matt. 16:1-4.

      14-21. The disciples had forgotten to take bread. For notes on the warning against the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod, see Matt. 16:5-12. Matthew says "Sadducees" instead of "Herod." Herod was a Sadducee, and the Sadducees generally were his supporters.

      22. He cometh to Bethsaida. Near the mouth of the upper Jordan into the lake. It was upon the eastern bank of the river. The account of the miracle that follows is only given by Mark. And they bring a blind man unto him. The people, not the disciples, brought him. He was brought (1) either because he could not find the way alone, or (2) because he had not faith that would induce him to go, and so was brought by the faith of his friends. This man was not born blind. He had evidently seen men and trees aforetime.

      23. Led him out of the town. As he had taken the deaf man out of the crowd ( Mark 7:33 ). The Lord often sought to escape publicity. When he had spit on his eyes. I suppose that this unusual course was intended to develop in the man the faith which the Lord made the usual condition of healing.

      24. I see men; for I behold them as trees, walking. Certain moving forms about him, but without the power of discerning their shape or magnitude; trees he should have accounted them from their height, but men from their motion.

      25. Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes. This is the only example of a progressive cure. I suppose that it was an example of progressive faith. The Lord could have healed him with a word, but he wished to save the soul as well as the body.

      26. Sent him away to his house. Evidently he did not live in Bethsaida, as he was forbidden to go into the town, or to tell the story there.

      27-30. Jesus went forth . . . into the villages of Cæsarea Philippi. For notes on Peter's confession of Christ, see Matt. 16:13-20. Compare Luke 9:18-21 . Cæsarea Philippi was a heathen town, in the extreme north of Palestine, near the foot of Mount Hermon, and one of the sources of the Jordan.

      31-38. He began to teach them, etc. For the first announcement of the suffering of our Lord, the rebuke of Peter, and the lesson concerning the cross, and saving the soul, see notes on Matt. 16:21-28. Compare Luke 9:22-27 . Verse 38 is peculiar to Mark in this connection, though given in Matthew 10:32 Matthew 10:33 , on which see notes. 

09 Chapter 9 

The Transfiguration.
SUMMARY.--The Coming of the Kingdom. The Transfiguration. Moses and Elias. The Elias That Must Come. The Boy with the Dumb Spirit. The Condition of Receiving Christ's Help. The Disciples Taught of Christ's Sufferings. Who Shall Be Greatest? The Narrowness of the Disciples Rebuked. A Cup of Cold Water in the Name of Christ. The Offending Hand or Eye.

      1. Till they have been seen the kingdom of God come with power. Compare Matt. 16:28 and Luke 9:27 Matt. 16:28 and Luke 9:27 . Matthew says, "Till they have seen the Son of man coming in his kingdom;" Luke, "Till they have seen the kingdom of God." A comparison shows that the reference is to "the coming of the kingdom in power" on the day of Pentecost. Of the twelve, one at a time was dead; the others had not tasted of death.

      2. After six days. After six days intervening. Luke says, "About eight days," he counting the one before and after the six days that intervened. For notes on the Transfiguration see Matt. 17:1-13, and compare Luke 9:28-36 . 

      14. And when he came to his disciples. After the transfiguration. He saw a great multitude. For notes on this miracle, see Matt. 17:14-21. Compare Luke 9:37-42 . Mark's account is the fullest. According to the Revision, Matthew says that the youth was an epileptic, and the symptoms given by Mark Mk 9:18 Mk 9:20 are those of epilepsy. Mark also states that he had been afflicted from childhood.

      23. If thou canst. The question is not whether Jesus can, but whether the afflicted father can. Can he have the needful faith in Christ? Faith is the great need. 

      24. Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelief. The spark of faith has been kindled; if his faith is not strong, he prays the Lord to give him stronger faith. So should always pray the doubting Christian. If your faith is weak, cry for help.

      26. The spirit cried and rent him sore. The evil spirit obeys most reluctantly and seeks to destroy one whom it can no longer use. The paroxysm of departure was fearful, and left the boy exhausted and as dead. The touch of Jesus completed the cure.

      28, 29. Why could we not cast him out? His answer first was, according to Matthew ( 17:20 ), "Because of your belief." The whole difficulty centered in their want of faith. No demon could defy them if only they had faith enough. And then Jesus illustrates the power of faith by showing that even a small amount of active, living faith, like a grain of mustard-seed, could remove "this mountain," perhaps pointing to Mount Hermon, at whose base they were, and which towered in its grandeur above them. Can come forth by nothing, but by prayer. (Fasting is omitted in the New Version, but placed in the margin.) The faith which will be effectual must be a faith exercised in prayer. The work of the Church is still to cast out devils, the unclean spirits of worldliness, selfishness, greed, infidelity, lust, intemperance, Sabbath-breaking. These still defy the ordinary efforts and faith of God's people. We have faith enough for ordinary duties, for some giving, for prayer-meetings, for building churches; but there is a work which ordinary faith cannot do. How shall we get that higher faith? By prayer and fasting. By such an earnestness that we forget the needs of the body.

      31, 32. The Son of man is delivered. See notes on Matt. 17:22, 23. Compare Luke 9:43-45 .

      33. What was it that ye disputed among yourselves? See notes on Matt. 18:1-9. Compare Luke 9:46-50 . 

      35. Servant of all. The two conditions of true greatness are humility and service; not to be the servant of friends, or kindred, or of a class, or even of church members, but of all, like Christ.

      38. John answered him, we saw one. The disciples had shortly before returned to Christ from their first missionary tour, in which they were empowered to cast out devils ( Matt. 10:8 ). The man here referred to they probably met during this tour. He must have been a disciple of Christ, who was enabled by his faith, yet without a commission, to cure the possessed--Abbott. Casting out devils in thy name. Really, and not in a wrong spirit, as did the Jewish exorcists ( Acts 19:13 Acts 19:14 ); for it was done in thy name. Such workers as this man believed in him, or they would not have used his name. He followeth not us. Did not join himself to the apostles as one of their followers.

      39. Forbid him not. He neither praises nor blames him for following an independent course, and not working with his disciples. He simply declares that he must not be forbidden, and that those who work the same kind of work that we do should be regarded, not as enemies, but allies. Thousands, in every period of church history, have spent their lives in copying John's mistake. They have labored to stop every man who will not work for Christ in their way from working for Christ at all.--Ryle.

      42. Cause one of these little ones . . . to stumble.. See notes on Matt. 18:6-10.

      43. The fire that never shall be quenched. See note on Matt. 5:29. The fires that were occasionally lit in the literal Gehenna, or Tophet, were necessarily only temporary. They died out for want of fuel. It was to be otherwise with the "fire" of the other and ulterior Tophet. The "fire" referred to is, of course, a mere symbol of the sum total of certain dreadful realities, for which there are no adequate representations in human language. 

      48. Worm dieth not, . . . fire is not quenched. An expression borrowed from the last verse of Isaiah , and probably in current use among the Jews of our Savior's time, as applied to the state of future retribution.

      49. For. Our Lord is alluding to the pervading idea of verses 45-48 . These sacrifices of hand, foot, eye, must be made; for--every one shall be salted with fire. Fire is used in the Scripture to denote suffering, persecution, trial, distress of any kind. Salt is used to denote permanence, preservation from corruption. Every one, good and bad, must suffer.
      50. Have salt in yourselves. The spirit of self-sacrifice, and thus you will "have peace with one another."

10 Chapter 10 

Christ's Law of Divorce.
SUMMARY.--Beyond Jordan En Route to Jerusalem. Dispute with the Pharisees About Divorce. The Law of Moses and That of Christ. Blessing the Little Children. The Rich Young Ruler. The Danger of Riches. Reward of Those Who Forsake All for the Gospel. The Ambitious Mother and Sons. The Baptism of Suffering. Blind Bartimæus Healed.

      1. He arose from thence. From Capernaum. His Galilean ministry was now terminated. He was about to start his last journey to Jerusalem. See notes on Matt. 19:1, 2.

      2-11. The Pharisees came to him. Somewhere on the east of the Jordan, while on his way. For notes on this conversation about marriage and divorce, see Matt. 19:3-13. Compare Luke 16:18 . 

      12. If a woman shall put away her husband. This was allowed by the Greek and Roman law ( 1 Cor. 7:13 ), but not by the Jewish. Christ applies his principles to either sex on the same footing.

      13-16. They brought unto him little children. See notes on Matt. 19:13-15. Compare Luke 18:15-17 . See also notes on Matt. 18:3, 4.

      17-22. There came one running. See notes on Matt. 19:16-22. Compare Luke 18:18-22 . Mark Mk 10:17 Mk 10:21 adds that the young man came "running," and "kneeled" in the way. He alone tells us that "Jesus beholding him loved him." 

      23-31. How hardly shall they that have riches. For notes on the Lord's words concerning riches, see Matt. 19:23-30. Compare Luke 18:24-30 . Mark adds one sentence that furnishes the key to the interpretation of the whole discourse: "How hard it is for them that trust in riches," etc.

      32-34. They were amazed; . . . they were afraid. For they now distinctly perceived that their Master intended to proceed with the pilgrims to Jerusalem, and they held back in dismay, knowing that his destruction had been determined on by the ruling authorities there. They seemed to hang back as men foreboding peril, and were amazed that their Master should throw himself into such danger. He began to tell them. To their terror lest he should be put to death at Jerusalem, he responded that he was going to die. He had told them at least twice before, but they were unable, as yet, to understand it. See notes on Matt. 20:17-19. Compare Luke 18:31-34 .

      35-45. James and John come unto him. For notes on this ambitious request, see Matt. 20:20-28. We learn from Matthew that Salome, the mother, came and spoke for them.

      38. Ye know not what you ask. Prayer is often unwise in its requests from ignorance. Before many days they saw places on his right and left occupied by two robbers on the cross. 

      46-51. They came to Jericho. They had now crossed the Jordan into Judea. For Jericho and the healing of the blind man, see notes on Matt. 20:29-34. Compare Luke 18:35-43 .

      52. Thy faith hath made thee whole. Bartimæus' faith was shown, (1) by his going to Jesus; (2) by his belief that Jesus was the Messiah; (3) by persevering against opposition; (4) by casting away all that hindered; (5) by obeying Jesus when he was called; (6) by following and praising him after he was cured.

11 Chapter 11 

The Royal Entrance into Jerusalem.
SUMMARY.--The Official Entrance into Jerusalem. The Barren Fig Tree Cursed. The Second Cleansing of the Temple. The Indignation of the Jewish Rulers. The Power of Faith. The Demand of the Rulers for His Authority. Their Mouths Closed by a Question Concerning the Baptism of John.

      1-10. When they came nigh to Jerusalem. On the Sunday before the Lord's suffering. He had passed the Sabbath at Bethany. We have four accounts of this entry into Jerusalem: here; Matt. 21:1-11 Luke 19:21-44 John 12:12-19 . For notes, see Matt. 21:1-11.

      11. He went out to Bethany with the twelve. After entering the city and temple and observing the condition of things within the sacred building he retired to Bethany for the night. As far as we know he passed all his nights of the last week of his earthly life at Bethany, save Thursday, perhaps to avoid the rulers in the hours of rest and to have an opportunity for private conference with his disciples, which he could not have in crowded Jerusalem. Besides, he had loving friends at Bethany, who delighted to have him under their roof.

      12-14. And on the morrow, when they were come out from Bethany, he hungered. etc. See notes on Matt. 21:17-22.

      15-19. Jesus went into the temple. For notes on this cleansing of the temple see Matt. 21:12, 13. Compare Luke 19:45-48 . 

      20-24. They saw the fig tree dried up. See notes on Matt. 21:19-22. Mark adds the fact, not stated by Matthew, that this language was spoken the day after the tree was cursed. Believe that ye receive them. That they are yours from the time you ask for them.

      25. When ye stand praying, forgive. This is one of the conditions of prevailing prayer. See notes on Matt. 5:23, 24.

      27-33. And they come again to Jerusalem. On Tuesday. On Sunday the Lord entered officially. On Monday he cleansed the temple, and cursed the fig tree. On Tuesday his disciples called attention to the withered fig tree, and he again entered the city. There a delegation of the rulers demanded by what authority he had driven out the money changers the day before. For notes on his answer and what follows, see Matt. 21:23-27. Compare Luke 20:1-8 . 

12 Chapter 12 

A Day of Controversy.
SUMMARY.--The Vineyard and the Wicked Husbandmen. Prophecy of the Calling of the Gentiles. The Herodians and Pharisees. Tribute to Cæsar. The Sadducees and the Resurrection. Which Is the Greatest Commandment? The Son of David David's Lord. Beware of the Scribes. The Widow's Mite.

      1-12. He began to speak unto them in parables. A series of parables, given more fully by Matthew, outlining the sins and fate of the stubborn Jewish nation. A man planted a vineyard. For notes on this parable, see Matt. 21:33-46. Compare Luke 20:9-19 . 

      13-17. They send certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians. For notes on the effort to entrap Jesus on the matter of tribute to Cæsar, see Matt. 22:15-22. Compare Luke 20:20-26 .

      18-27. Then come the Sadducees. For notes on this interview with the Sadducees, see Matt. 22:23-33. Compare Luke 20:27-40 . 

      28-34. One of the scribes came. See notes on Matt. 22:34-40. Matthew adds that the scribe asked his question, "tempting him;" that is, "testing him." Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. This commendation, not given by Matthew, is given because the scribe had declared that outward obedience amounted to nothing unless the heart was right. Pharisaism consisted of forms and paid little attention to love, mercy, and purity of heart. Alford says: "This man had hold of that principle in which law and gospel are one. He stood, as it were, at the door of the kingdom of God. He only wanted (but the want was indeed a serious one) repentance and faith to be within it. The Lord shows us here, that even outside his flock, those who can answer discreetly, who have knowledge of the spirit of the great command of law and gospel, are nearer to being of his flock than the formalists; but then, as Bengel adds, 'If thou art not far off, enter; otherwise it were better than thou wert far off.'" 

      35-37. How say the scribes that Christ is the son of David? See notes on Matt. 22:41-46. Mark adds to Matthew's account, The common people heard him gladly. Not the Pharisees, scribes, Sadducees or rulers, but the common people, of whom the Pharisees were wont to say, "This people who know not the law and are cursed" ( John 7:49 ). We have many hints of the favor with which Christ was regarded by the people.

      38-40. Beware of the scribes. Mark gives in three verses his report of the wonderful discourse recorded in Matthew, chapter 23 . These three verses are parallel to Matthew 23:5 Matthew 23:6 Matthew 23:14 . See notes there. Compare Luke 20:45-47 . Love to go in long clothing. Peculiar to Mark. Long, flowing robes, reaching to the feet, similar to those worn by Romish priests, and were worn by the scribes as a kind of professional attire, in order to attract attention. When Christ sent his apostles out to preach, he directed that they should be clothed as the common people ( Mark 6:9 Matt. 10:10 ). The scribes, ancient and modern, love display, showing themselves off in the chief places of concourse. They love appellations of honor and respect, such as Rabbi, Father, Master, Teacher. Men often profess a desire to magnify their office, when in truth they want to magnify themselves. They love robes that advertise to every one that they are separate from the rest of the people.

      41. He sat over against the treasury. This incident of the widow's mites is omitted by Matthew, but given in Luke 21:1-4 . It is given as a contrast to the hypocrisy of the scribes. Treasury. A name given by the rabbins to thirteen chests, called trumpets, from their shape, which stood in the court of the women, at the entrance to the treasure-chamber. "Nine chests were for the appointed temple tribute, and for the sacrifice-tribute; that is, money-gifts instead of the sacrifices; four chests for free-will offerings, for wood, incense, temple decoration, and burnt offerings.--Lightfoot. Beheld how the people cast money. Jesus still takes note of our offerings. Before the passover, free-will offerings, in addition to the temple tax, were made. 

      42. There came a certain poor widow. Here, as in other places in the Bible, we must remember the exceedingly depressed and dependent condition of a poor man's widow in the countries where our Lord was. The expression is almost proverbial for one very badly off, and most unlikely to contribute anything to a charitable purpose. Two mites. The smallest of Jewish coins, about the value of one-fifth of a cent. It took its name from its extreme smallness, being derived from an adjective signifying thin. A farthing. Mark (not Luke) adds for his Roman readers an explanation, using a Greek word (taken from the Latin), meaning the fourth part, as our word "farthing" does. The value is only of importance as showing upon how minute a gift our Lord pronounced this splendid panegyric, which might be envied by a Croesus or a Rothschild.

      43. Cast more in than all. Note the word more--proportionately, to-wit, to her means, and thus more in the estimation of God, who measures quantity by quality.

      44. For. The worth of a gift is to be determined, not by intrinsic value, but by what it costs the giver. The measure of that cost is what is left, not what is given. For the widow to give her mites was noble; for one well off to give "his mite" is contemptible. All that she had, all her living. Out of her want, out of her destitution, she has cast in all that (in cash) she possessed--her whole (present) means of subsistence. In love she devoted all of God, with strong faith in his providential care.

13 Chapter 13 

Christ's Discourse on the Last Days.
SUMMARY.--The Destruction of the Temple Foretold. The Persecution of the Saints. The Gospel Preached to All Nations. The Awful Calamities of the Jewish Nation. Christ's Coming to Judgment. The Hour When He Shall Come Not Known. Watch, Pray, and Be Ready.

      1. As he went forth out of the temple. This whole discourse is reported most fully by Matthew, chapter 24 , on which see notes. Compare Luke 21:5-38 . I only notice here what is peculiar to Mark.

      3. Peter and James . . . asked him privately. Matthew says "the disciples came to him privately," but does not name them. "Privately" probably means apart from the multitude. The destruction of the temple had been publicly foretold ( Matthew 23:38 Matthew 24:2 ). 

      9. Take heed to yourselves. In Matthew's report persecution is foretold, but the injunctions of verses 9, 10, 11 , or rather given in Matt. 10:18-20 , on which see notes. Take heed. Not to escape persecution, but to be ready for it. They shall deliver you to councils. Jewish courts. Besides the great national council, the Sanhedrim, each principal town had a smaller council, or local Sanhedrim. In the synagogues ye shall be beaten. In every Jewish synagogue there were three magistrates authorized to inflict certain punishments, scourging being one. The number of stripes could not exceed forty ( Deut. 25:3 ); hence they always stopped at thirty-nine. Governors and kings. Roman officials, such as Felix, Festus, Gallio, King Agrippa and Nero. 

      18. Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter. Matt. 24:20 adds, "neither on the Sabbath day." The reasons for these monitions to the Jerusalem church are given in the notes on Matthew. The sign given by the Lord for the flight, the environment of the city by the Romans, and the panic that caused their sudden withdrawal, occurred on Tuesday, in October. Hence the flight was neither in the winter, nor on the Sabbath day.

      30. This generation shall not pass. See notes on Matt. 24:34.

      32. Of that day . . . knoweth no one, . . . neither the Son. When the Son was on earth in the flesh, he voluntarily subjected himself to limitations, among them ignorance of the hour when he would return again to judgment. If he voluntarily knew not, what folly of theologians to fix upon the time.

      37. Watch. Observe in this chapter the emphasis given to Christ's exhortation, "Watch!" Matthew tells us how the Lord sought to impress these lessons of watchfulness and faithfulness still more deeply by the parables of the "Ten Virgins" ( Matt. 25:1-13 ), and the "Talents" ( Matt. 25:14-30 ), and closed all with a picture of the awful day when the Son of man should separate all nations from one another, as the shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats ( Matt. 25:31-46 ).

14 Chapter 14 

The Seizure, Trial, and Condemnation of Christ.
SUMMARY.--The Sanhedrim Resolves on Christ's Death. The Anointing at Bethany. Judas Sells His Lord. The Day of Unleavened Bread. The Lord's Passover. The Lord's Supper Established. Peter's Denial Predicted. The Agony in the Garden. Christ Seized by the Soldiers and Temple Guards. Christ Before the Sanhedrim. The Confession and Condemnation.

      1-9. After two days was the feast of the passover. See notes on Matt. 26:1-16. Compare John 12:1-8 . The action of the Sanhedrim was taken on Wednesday, the Anointing took place the Saturday before, and is brought up here on account of its connection with the bargain Judas made with the chief priests. 

      10, 11. Judas Iscariot. See notes on Matt. 26:14-16.

      12-16. On the first day of unleavened bread. See notes on Matt. 26:17-19.

      17-21. In the evening he cometh. On the Lord's last passover see notes on Matt. 26:21-25. Compare Luke 22:21-23 John 13:21-35 . See also notes on John. 

      22-26. As they did eat. On the institution of the Lord's Supper, see notes on Matt. 26:23-29. Compare Luke 22:19-21 Luke 22:1 1 Cor. 11:23-25 .

      27-31. All ye shall be offended. See notes on Matt. 26:31-35. Compare Luke 22:31-38 .

      32-42. They came to a place which was named Gethsemane. See notes on Matt. 26:36-46, where the fullest account of the agony is given. Compare Luke 22:40-46 . Luke only speaks of the "sweat, as it were drops of blood."

      43-52. While he yet spake, cometh Judas. For the Betrayal and Arrest, see notes on Matt. 26:47-56. Compare Luke 22:47-53 John 18:1-12 . See notes on John. Mark 14:51 Mark 14:52 are peculiar to Mark. Some have supposed the certain young man to be Mark. This is only conjecture. The incident may have been introduced to show the rudeness of the assailants and to emphasize the escape of all the disciples from so wanton an attack. The linen cloth was a night robe.

      53-65. They led Jesus away to the high priest. For Trial of Christ, see notes on Matt. 26:57-68. Compare Luke 22:63-71 John 18:13-27 . Mark's account corresponds very closely with Matthew's.

      66-72. As Peter was beneath in the palace. See notes on Matt. 26:69-75. Compare Luke 22:54-62 John 18:15-17 John 18:25-27 . He wept. The form of the Greek verb (imperfect) implies that he continued weeping. "It is a touching and beautiful tradition, true to the sincerity of his repentance, if not as a historical reality, that, all his life long, the remembrance of this night never left him, and that, morning by morning, he rose at the hour when the look of his Master had entered his soul, to pray once more for pardon."--Geikie.

15 Chapter 15 

The Crucifixion.
SUMMARY.--Jesus Sent by the Sanhedrim to Pilate. The Multitude, Moved by the Priests, Clamor for His Death. They Reject Jesus and Demand Barabbas. Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified. Crowned with Thorns, Spit Upon, and Mocked. Crucified at Golgotha Between Thieves. Mocked by the Priests. Jesus Dies. The Veil of the Temple Rent. The Centurion's Confession. Buried in the Tomb of Joseph of Arimathæa.

      1-20. The chief priests . . . bound Jesus . . . and delivered him to Pilate. See notes on Matt. 27:1, 2; 11-31. Mark's account differs a little from that of Matthew. Compare Luke 23:1-35 John 18:28-40 John 19:1-16 .

      21-41. They compel one Simon . . . to bear the cross. See notes on Matt. 27:32-56. Mark's account is almost parallel. Compare Luke 23:26-49 John 19:17-30 . Only Mark declares that Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus. See Romans 16:13 Romans 16:1 1 Tim. 1:20 Acts 19:33 . Simon, while a native of Cyrene in North Africa, was a Jew.

      42-47. When the even was come. See notes on Matt. 27:57-61 for the Burial of Jesus. Compare Luke 23:50-56 John 19:36-42 . Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathæa, who obtained the body of Jesus and placed it in Joseph's new-made tomb, were both members of the Jewish Sanhedrim. Nicodemus had come to Jesus by night ( John 3:1 John 3:2 ) and had vainly opposed the animosity of the Sanhedrim ( John 7:50-53 ).

16 Chapter 16 

The Resurrection.
SUMMARY.--The Women at the Tomb. The Empty Sepulcher. The Message of the Angel. Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen Lord. The Message to the Disciples. Seen of Two Disciples at Emmaus. Appears to the Eleven. Rebukes Their Unbelief. Gospel for All the World. Received into Heaven.

      1. When the sabbath was past. Compare Matt. 28:1-17 Luke 24:1-11 John 20:1-10 . As Mark's account is peculiar in some things, I add some notes. The Sabbath ended at sunset; the women then made their preparations to visit the tomb at dawn. Might come and anoint him. This shows that they did not expect his resurrection. The Jews were wont, as a mark of honor, to surround the body in the tomb with fragrant spices. Nicodemus ( John 19:39 John 19:40 ) had brought spices. Perhaps the women did not know this; perhaps they wished, in addition, to render their own loving service.

      3. Who shall roll away the stone? They were not aware of the deputation of the Jewish rulers which had gone to Pilate and secured the sealing of the stone and the setting of the watch over the tomb ( Matt. 27:62-66 ), and their only anxiety was how they would get the great stone, with which the rock-cut sepulcher was closed, rolled away. 

      4. Looked. Rather, looking up. They may have been looking down before, absorbed in the conversation. The tomb was probably above them, cut horizontally in the face of the rock at a slight elevation.

      5. And entering into the sepulchre. Mary Magdalene, seeing the stone rolled away, and supposing the body had been removed by the Jews, runs to find Peter and John ( John 20:1 John 20:2 ). The other women proceed to the sepulcher, and enter. Saw a young man. Matthew calls him an angel. Luke says that there were two who "stood;" i. e., appeared suddenly. Besides, they might easily have both sat and stood during the interview; might have been both outside and inside at different moments, and they might have been seen both singly and together in the sudden and shifting apparition.--Jacobus.
      6. He is risen. Through woman death was first introduced into the world; to woman the first announcement was made of the resurrection.

      7. Tell his disciples and Peter. Observe that as Christ's first appearance is to Mary Magdalene ( John 20:18 ), out of whom he had cast seven devils, so his special message is to Peter, who had denied him. A touching commentary on our Savior's saying that he came to save sinners.

      8. Neither said they anything to any man; i. e., on their way to tell the disciples. "For," says Dr. Wells, "they were afraid to stay, and not to hasten all they could to the apostles." They were in a tumult of commotion, and could not pause by the way to speak to any.

      9. Now when he had risen. The remainder of the chapter is not found in the Vatican or Siniatic Greek MSS., but is found in the Alexandrian. These are the three oldest and most reliable MSS. Some hold these verses to be a later addition, but as they are found in all the most ancient versions they must have been a part of Mark's Gospel when the first century ended. Schaff, Plumptre, Olshausen, Lochman and others regard them genuine, while other critics consider them doubtful. A circumstance in their favor is that the Vatican MS. has a vacant space for them. It seems probable that in an early copy, therefore, they were omitted for some cause by a copyist who left space for them, but did not afterwards fill it, and that the Siniatic MS. was made from the mutilated copy. It is clear that verse 8 was not designed to conclude Mark's narrative. He appeared first to Mary Magdalene. This appearance is described more fully in John 20:11-17 .

      10. And she went. While she was going to tell the disciples, Jesus appeared to the other women, who had started before on the same errand ( Matthew 28:9 Matthew 28:10 ).

      11. They . . . believed not. Their disbelief was overruled for good, for it furnishes abundant proof that they did not invent the story of the resurrection.

      12. Jesus next appeared to Peter ( Luke 24:34 Luke 24:1 1 Cor. 15:5 ). After that. On the afternoon of the same day (Sunday) ( Luke 24:13-32 ). He appeared in another form. Luke explains this by saying that their eyes were holden. If their eyes were influenced, of course, optically speaking, Jesus would appear in another form.
      13. And they went. Back to Jerusalem, to the upper room where the ten disciples were assembled ( Luke 24:33 ). And told it. They related their whole interesting interview.

      14. He appeared to the eleven themselves. Compare Luke 24:36-49 John 20:19-23 .

      15. He said unto them. Probably not at the time referred to in verse 14 , but later. The Lord appeared many times during the forty days. These words may have been spoken at the great meeting in Galilee ( verse 7 Matt. 28:18-20 ). Go into all the world. Jesus is the world's Savior; he died for all; the gospel must be preached to all. In the first commission ( Matt. 10:6 ) they were sent only to Jews. Preach the gospel. The good news of salvation through Christ; the way of life. To every creature. To every mortal. None are denied the Savior if they will have him.

      16. He that believeth. Believeth the gospel message; believes in Christ as his Savior. And is baptized. These are the conditions of pardon; faith in Christ and obedience to his command. If any one has not faith enough in Christ to obey him he has not faith enough to be saved. He that believeth not. Remains in a state of unbelief. Such have no promise. See John 3:18 .

      17. These signs shall follow them that believe. It is generally held that this is a promise limited to the apostolic age and to a few of the disciples of that age. Perhaps the plural them does not have for its antecedent the singular he in verse 16 , but the plural them in verse 14 . If it does not, why is the number changed in Mk 16:15 Mk 16:16 ? The grammatical construction requires us to look to verse 14 for the antecedent of them in verse 17 . In verse 14 the apostles are "upbraided for their unbelief because they believed not them who had seen him after he had arisen." They are commanded to go and tell the glad story, and assured that miraculous credentials shall be given to those of "them who believe" and tell the wonderful tidings. In my name shall they cast out devils, etc. See Acts 2:4 Acts 5:16 Acts 8:7 Acts 16:18 Acts 28:3 .

      19. After the Lord had spoken unto them. The words above, and other words recorded in the other Evangelists. He was received up into heaven. In Acts it says, "a cloud received him out of their sight." He did not fade away from sight, but a cloud came as a veil between him and the eyes of the gazing disciples. The cloud can be pierced by the eye of faith, and our Lord seen interceding for us at the right hand of God. 

      20. They went forth, and preached everywhere. Acts of the Apostles is the history of their preaching. It should be studied to see how the Apostles understood and preached the Commission of the Lord. The Commission of Christ is to his Church; its field is the world; its work is to preach the gospel; its congregation embraces every creature; its offer is a free and full salvation; the conditions of salvation are faith in Christ, and obedience to him; the consequence of rejecting Christ's salvation is eternal condemnation. 

